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CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO ICAE-00 
INRE-00 PM-05 H-02 INR-10 L-03 SP-02 SS-15 SMS-02 
SES-02 BIB-01 /089R 

DRAFTED BY EUR;SOV ;DGWAGNER:REH 
APPROVED BY EUR;SOV;WTSHINN 
PA/PRS - MABADER 

036697 012103Z/15 

O R 012031Z AUG 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 

UNCLAS STATE 193805 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS:PEPR, SHUM, UR, US, AU (SHCHARANSKIY, ANATOLIY) 

SUBJECT- AUGUST 1 NOON PRESS BRIEFING ON REPORTED 
NEGOTIATIONS FOR PRISONER SWAP 

REF; VIENNA 6918 NOTAL 

1 . IN THE NOON PRESS BRIEFING ON AUGUST 1 THE DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN HAD NO COMMENT ON THE REPORT BY REUTERS (REFTEL 
AND REUTERS' CITE NUMBER ROl 1, DATED AUGUST 1, FROM VIENNA) 

THAT NEGOTIATIONS ARE UNDERWAY FOR A PRISONER SWAP FOR 
ANATOLIY SHCHARANSKIY. TRANSCRIPT OF THE RELEVANT PART OF 
THE BRIEFING IS AS FOLLOWS: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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2. "Q. IS THE ADMINISTRATION NOW ENGAGED IN ACTIVE 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE RUSSIANS TO ARRANGE FOR THE RELEASE 
OF SHCHARANSKIY? 

3. "A. I HAVE NOTHING TO OFFER ON THAT. I DON'T THINK 

THAT ANY COMMENT I WOULD MAKE WOULD BE USEFUL IN A SITUA- 
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LIKE THIS, OR ANY SIMILAR SITUATION..." 

4. "Q. HODDING, I THINK AT THE TIME OF THE BONN SUMMIT 
THERE WERE STORIES THAT CAME OUT AT THAT TIME THAT THE 
UNITED STATES WOULD PRESS FOR SOME KIND OF EXCHANGE 

INVOLVING SHCHARANSKIY. CAN ONE ASSUME THAT THE UNITED 
STATES SINCE THAT TIME HAS BEEN PRESSING TOWARDS THAT 
AIM? 

5. "A. I REALLY COULDN'T COMMENT ON THOSE STORIES 
OR ON THE POSSIBILITY OF WHAT WE'RE DOING." VANCE 
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